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territories which formed the scene of his enquiry ",z The scene was
the Transvaal Republic. At this moment the Boers of the Transvaal
were in serious danger of annihilation at the hands of their native
neighbours. More than this. The condition and policy of the
Republic constituted a serious menace to the reputation and even
the existence of the whole white population of South Africa. The
Boers had incurred the bitter enmity of Cetewayo, King of the
powerful tribe of the Zulus, as well as of the Matabele Chief, Lobengula.
With another Chief, Sekukuni, they were, in 1876, actually at war.
Morally and materially the Boers were bankrupt, and their native
enemies were only awaiting the opportunity to " eat them up ".
That process might begin with the Boers ; it was not likely to end
with them. Under these circumstances Shepstone, after three
months of careful enquiry, decided that annexation was the only
remedy for the disease, and, on April 12th, 1877, he took over the
administration of the Transvaal in the Queen's name, promising to
the Boers complete self-government under the British Crown. The
President, Mr. Burgers, after a formal protest, retired to Cape Town
on a pension ; his rival, the Vice-President, Mr. Kruger, proceeded
to London and tried to persuade Lord Carnarvon to reverse the
policy of his agent. This the Colonial Secretary declined to do.
That the annexation saved the Boers of the Transvaal from The Zulu
destruction is hardly open to question. But it left the BritishW
Government face to face, in a more acute form than ever before,
with the native problem. A series of disputes with the Zulus led
in January, 1879, to the outbreak of war. The history of that war
may be thus briefly summarized : one grevious disaster, several
deeds of heightened heroism, one great and final victory. At
Isandhlwana (Jan. 22nd) a British force of 800 whites and 500 natives
was literally cut to pieces. This was the disaster more than half
redeemed by the heroic defence of Rorke's Drift. For eleven and a
half hours, less than 100 men of the 24th, under two subalterns,
Bromhead and Chard, held the Drift against 4,000 Zulus. The
defence of this post on the Buffalo River saved Natal The final
victory was won by Lord Chelrnsford at Ulundi m the Zulu territory
on July 4th. Cetewayo was afterwards captured and sent as a
prisoner to Cape Town and the power of his people was finally broken.
In the course of a war, brief but full of incident, the exiled Prince
Imperial of Fiance, the heir of Napoleon III., who had volunteered
to serve with the British force, was unfortunately killed in a recon-
naisance (June 1st), owing to the carelessness of the officer who had
been entrusted with the operation.
Before the year 1879 closed, a British force destroyed the power
of Sekunkum, and this inveterate enemy of the Boers joined Cetewayo
in captivity.
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